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Sample Exam: 
(1) What is Locke’s critique of Aristotelian real essences? 
(2) Explain and critically evaluate Bayle’s primary argument against Spinoza’s 
monism. 
(3) Critically discuss the reasoning that leads to Berkeley’s idealism. 
(4) What is the understanding of the human will developed by Descartes in the 
Fourth Meditation? 
(5) According to Leibniz, does God act from necessity? Discuss with reference to 

Leibniz's theory of truth. (Discourse, Correspondence with Arnauld) 
(6) According to Hobbes, in what ways are persons equal, and how does that 

equality give rise to conflict?  What sorts of objections can be raised to his 
argument? 

(7) What is the doctrine of Ocassionalism and how does Malebranche defend it? 


